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Authors submitting their manuscripts to 
subscription based journals are often 
compelled to assign exclusive rights of 
use to the publisher. Unfortunately, 
some authors do not consider the con-
sequences associated with such a copy-
right transfer agreement. If no addition-
al convention guarantees rights to re-
use the article, the authors are not al-
lowed to share the content with col-
leagues or to post/archive an electronic 
version on a personal website or a re-
pository, not even the manuscript ver-
sion prior to acceptance (pre-print). 
Therefore, it is very important to read 
the copyright transfer agreement care-
fully and to choose journals offering 
their authors considerable permissions 
for re-use. Meanwhile, most of the sci-
entific journals allow their authors at 
least an archiving of the pre-print ver-
sion. Sometimes, archiving is also al-
lowed for the final draft post-refereeing 
(post-print), although often subjected to 
a six or twelve month embargo. Authors 
should also be so confident to cross out 
unfavorable wording or to add parts to 
the agreement resulting in an assign-
ment only of non-exclusive rights.  

Next to the archiving of pre- or post-
prints (green open access), authors can 
also publish in open access journals 
(gold open access). However, authors 
should be cautious, if the journal prom-
ises very fast review periods, asks for 
submission instead of publication fees or 

publishes articles with fundamental er-
rors even in the titles and abstracts. 
These “predatory journals” enter the 
market and impair the trust in science. 
On the other hand, some popular pub-
lishers have increased the fees for open 
access publishing dramatically, which 
leads to a tremendous increase of costs 
for the scientific community paying for 
journal subscriptions and for open ac-
cess publications in parallel.  

A good alternative is to submit a manu-
script to universities or non-university 
research institutes who self-publish 
journals or monographs, mostly with 
open access and no or less article pro-
cessing charges (APCs). That way au-
thors can be sure that their manuscripts 
are subjected to a reliable review pro-
cess and that the published items are 
properly archived and indexed in a 
broad range of databases, such as Web 
of Science, Scopus or PubMed. A mis-
conception, however, is that the term 
open access would lead to considerable 
rights of use. This is not the case. In gen-
eral open access means that an article is 
free to read or to download from a web-
site. The reader is not automatically al-
lowed to derivate, remix or distribute 
the work. The latter is allowed, if the 
work is licensed, e. g. under a creative 
commons attribution license. With these 
licenses authors are able to determine 
themselves whether and how their work 
can be re-used.  
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