
Journal of Applied Botany and Food Quality 96, 67 - 74 (2023), DOI:10.5073/JABFQ.2023.096.008

1Research Center for Genetic Engineering, National Research and Innovation Agency, Indonesia
2Research Center for Horticultural and Estate Crops, National Research and Innovation Agency, Indonesia
3Research Center for Biosystematics and Evolution, National Research and Innovation Agency, Indonesia

Viability of Moringa oleifera seeds stored at different temperatures and recent status 
of Moringa oleifera collections in seed banks worldwide

Indira Riastiwi1*, Apriliana Dyah Prawestri1, Ridwan2, I Putu Gede P. Damayanto3

(Submitted: February 23, 2023; Accepted: June 9, 2023)

* Corresponding author

Summary
Rapid decline in seed viability of Moringa oleifera Lam. due to 
storage severely reduces its capability to germinate. This study 
aimed to evaluate the viability of moringa seeds stored at various 
temperatures through seed germination on a selected medium and 
provide insights into its conservation in seed banks. The research 
consisted of two experiments. (1) Optimization of moringa seed 
germination using different media: A) sand 100%; B) mixed sand, 
soil, manure, rice husk charcoal (1:1:1:1); C) mixed sand, soil, and 
manure (1:1:1); D) mixed soil, manure, rice husk charcoal (2:1:1); and 
E) soil 100%. (2) Determination of moringa seed viability stored at 
various temperatures (-35, 5, 20, and 25 °C) every three months for  
24 months. The information on the moringa seed banks was compiled 
via a literature review. Germination variables (percentage, rate, 
time, and index) were observed and recorded. The best germination 
medium for moringa seeds was medium B. Storage temperature  
at 5 °C was the most suitable temperature to maintain viability, 
indicated by the highest germination percentage, rate, and index, and 
the shortest germination time of only 6 days. There are moringa seed 
collections of 11 seed banks published online.
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Introduction
Moringa or the drumstick tree (Moringa oleifera Lam., family 
Moringaceae) is widely known to have high nutritional content and 
to be rich in bioactive compounds (Lin et al., 2018). Thus, it has 
been widely used as a functional food ingredient and medicine. It 
occurs across many soil types and climatic conditions (Devkota 
and BhusaL, 2020). However, M. oleifera cultivation activities are  
currently minimal, even though the demand for this plant (especially 
the leaves) has recently increased and is projected to continue to  
increase in the years to come (MRF, 2019). To meet the high demand, 
more widespread and efficient M. oleifera cultivation is needed. One 
factor that determines the success of plant cultivation is the quality 
of the seeds.
Seeds that exhibit orthodox storage behavior, meaning they are  
desiccation tolerant, have the ability to be stored for extended peri-
ods of time. Orthodox seeds can survive a dormant period caused by 
drying and cooling, where their metabolism slows down consider-
ably (CoLviLLe and PritCharD, 2019). Therefore, seeds are one of 
the most valuable and widespread approaches to ex-situ plant con-
servation (Liu et al., 2018). However, M. oleifera seedlings grown 
either from vegetative organs like stem cuttings or generative from 
seeds have both advantages and disadvantages. Seedlings from  
cuttings grow faster than those grown from seed and have the same  
characteristics as the parent. However supplying stems of a cer-

tain size as the cutting material for large planting areas can be a 
problem. Planting material using seeds could be disadvantageous if 
higher genetic diversity leads to a lack of uniformity (sahwaLita 
and MusLiMin, 2015), yet they are more effective and applicable than 
seedlings from cuttings for massive cultivation activities. Mature 
plants of M. oleifera regenerated from seeds are sturdier and less 
prone to collapse because they develop deep taproots, making them 
suitable for conservation purposes. However, growing M. oleifera 
from seeds is often constrained by low viability especially post- 
storage (sauveur and Broin, 2010). 
Seed viability of M. oleifera decreases drastically after 6-12 months 
of storage depending on storage conditions (sauveur and Broi, 
2010; Fotouo-M. et al., 2015). Bezerra et al. (2004) reported that 
storing the seeds at 10 °C maintained the viability of M. oleifera 
seeds better than storing at ambient temperature for up to 24 months. 
MuBvuMa et al. (2013) used more variations of storage temperatures 
in their experiment, but the investigated storage period was only up 
to 4 months. The results obtained were also different with the highest 
viability of M. oleifera seeds being obtained at 25 °C for two months 
of storage. Fotouo-M. et al. (2015) used a longer storage period  
(36 months) at room temperature (25-30 °C), resulting in a significant 
decrease in seed viability after being stored for twelve months. These 
studies did not consider the growing media for germination testing 
even though it is known to significantly affect seed germination 
(MariaPPan et al., 2014; hanDayani and yuzaMMi, 2019). On the 
other hand, the temperature range of 20-30 °C was discovered to be 
the most advantageous for both the sprouting of seeds and the growth 
of seedlings of M. oleifera (MuhL et al., 2011). ahMeD et al. (2014) 
recommended providing about 50% shade during nursery conditions 
for optimal germination and seedling growth of M. oleifera.
Our study aimed to test the viability of M. oleifera seeds after being 
stored at multiple temperatures for varied periods of time using dif-
ferent growth media. In addition, we summarize the recent status of 
M. oleifera in seed banks because, so far, this species was considered 
less important for conservation, whereas M. oleifera cultivation ac-
tivities are currently minimal (MRF, 2019). The study of seed viabili-
ty after being stored at multiple temperatures can support M. oleifera 
conservation in seed banks due to one such challenge of seed banks 
is seed longevity (DiCkie, 2021). Adequate seed storage after collect-
ing is a critical key to maintaining seed viability (vitis et al., 2020). 
The information on the viability of the seeds offered by seed banks is 
usually unavailable. For this reason, research on seed viability after 
being stored for long period needs to be carried out regularly.

Materials and methods
The materials used in this study were M. oleifera seeds obtained 
from the Bina Bhakti Farmers Group through a CV. Pusaka Madura, 
Sumenep Madura, East Java, Indonesia. This study consisted of two 
experiments. First, we tested the effects of different growth media 
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on M. oleifera germination. Second, we tested the viability of seeds 
stored at various temperatures. The first experiment aimed to identify 
a growing medium to support the germination of M. oleifera seeds. 
The second experiment used growing media from the first experi-
ment to find a suitable storage temperature for seeds and extend their 
shelf life with high viability. All experiments were conducted at the 
Research Center for Genetic Engineering, Research Organization for 
Life Sciences and Environment, National Research and Innovation 
Agency (BRIN).
Seeds conditions prior to storage were observed including the mois-
ture content, the weight of 1000 seeds, and the number of seeds in  
1 kg. The seed moisture content was expressed in percent by the 
weight delta of fresh and dry weight from 20 seeds and compared 
with their fresh weight. The weight of 1000 seeds was calculated 
by counting the weight of 100 seeds and repeated eight times. The 
value was then converted to the weight of 1000 seeds. The weight 
of 1000 seeds was determined as the number of seeds per kilogram 
and was calculated according to the formula suDrajat et al. (2015) 
as equation 1:
    (1)

Experiment I. Effect of the combination of growing media on  
Moringa oleifera seed germination
This experiment was designed as completely randomized design. 
The growing media contains organic and inorganic matter, viz. sand, 
soil, manure, and roasted rice (Oryza sativa) husks. The soil used 
in this study was loamy soil and taken from the topsoil (20 cm). 
Growing media treatments were applied using five different weight 
ratios: medium A (sand 100%), medium B (sand: soil: manure: husk, 
1:1:1:1) (v/v/v/v); medium C (sand: soil: manure, 1:1:1) (v/v/v); me-
dium D (soil: manure: husk, 2:1:1) (v/v/v); and medium E (soil 100%). 
The seeds were embedded in the growing media using seedling tray 
and protected from direct light exposure within a greenhouse.
The wings of M. oleifera seeds were removed manually. After wash-
ing with running water, the seeds then were soaked for 1 hour to al-
low imbibition. Before sowing, the seeds were soaked in a fungicide 
and bactericide solution (2 g/L each) for 30 minutes (riDwan et al., 
2021). The number of seeds used in each treatment was 50 with three 
replicates, thus the total number of M. oleifera seeds used was 750. 
Watering was carried out every day from the beginning to the end 
of the observation period to maintain the humidity of the growing 
media. Observations of the number of germinating seeds were car-
ried out every day for 14 days which were then used to calculate 
the germination percentage (GP), germination rate (GR), germina-
tion time (GT), and germination index (GI). GP was calculated for  
14 days using the formula of sajiMin et al. (2017), meanwhile, GI, 
GT, and GR were obtained by counting the number of germinated 
seeds and calculated using the formula of ranaL and santana 
(2006) as equation 2, 3, 4, and 5. Germination of seeds was defined 
as radicle emergence.

      (2)
      

(3)
    

(4)
    

(5)

Where GP is germination percentage (%); GT is number of normal 
germinated seeds in the time T (not the accumulated number, but the 

number correspondent to the Tth observation); G0 is total number of 
seeds planted; GI is germination index; GT is germination time (day); 
GR is germination rate (%/day); G is number of germinated seeds 
in the time T; T is time time of observation; and n is the last day of 
observation.

Experiment II. Effect of storage temperatures on the viability of 
Moringa oleifera seeds
This experiment was designed as completely randomized design 
with one factor. The varying factor was the storage temperature (-35, 
5, 20, and 25 °C), which was chosen in order to obtain a wide enough 
temperature range. Air-tight containers were used for storing seeds 
in a dark place, and the moisture content of the seeds was measured 
before storage. Each treatment used 50 seeds with three replicates. 
A total of 150 seeds in each treatment were taken and tested for  
viability every three months for 24 months by germinating them on 
a growing media consisting of a mixture of sand, soil, manure, and 
roasted husks in a ratio of 1:1:1:1 (v/v/v/v). Seed preparation before 
sowing and germination observations were carried out in the same 
way as Experiment I.

Data analysis
We identified differences among treatments with ANOVA and 
post-hoc tests (Duncan Multiple Ranges Test or DMRT). Statistical 
analysis was performed using R software 4.0.3 (TRF, 2022). The in-
formation on the recent status of the seed banks of M. oleifera was 
compiled via a literature review.

Results and discussion
Seeds condition prior to storage
We found that the moisture content of M. oleifera seeds before 
storage measured 7.67%, which was reported as ideal for storing  
orthodox seeds. tatiPata (2009) reported that soybean seeds stored 
with 8% moisture content resulted in a higher germination percent-
age compared to those stored in 10% and 12% moisture conditions. 
In M. oleifera, seeds stored in 4 to 8% moisture conditions showed 
a higher germination percentage and germination index compared 
to those stored in more than 10% moisture conditions (aFzaL et al., 
2020). Low moisture content in storing orthodox seeds maintains 
seed viability as it inhibits respiration which can damage the seeds 
and reduce food reserves (aFzaL et al., 2020).
Genetic and environmental factors influence the weight and size of 
seeds (wiDiastuti and LatiFah, 2016). In this study, the weight of 
1000 M. oleifera seeds was 0.204 kg and the number of seeds in 
1 kg was 4,889 seeds, indicating good quality similar to previous 
studies by LóPez et al. (2020). Heavier seeds generally have better 
germination rates due to their higher nutrient content and energy 
levels (sChMiDt, 2002; rahMawati and saenong, 2010). vaLDes-
roDríguez et al. (2018) also found that heavier and larger M. oleifera 
seeds produce taller seedlings with more roots. Similarly, goMaa 
and PiCó (2011) observed that larger seeds in another Moringa spe-
cies, M. peregrina (Forssk.) Fiori, had faster germination and better  
seedling growth rates. The weight and size of the seed also affects 
the total number of seeds per kg, with heavier and larger seeds re-
sulting in fewer seeds per kg. This information is important for  
estimating the amount of seeds required for planting in a specific 
area (sahwaLita and MusLiMin, 2015).

Effect of growing media composition on Moringa oleifera seeds 
germination
In this study, several organic and inorganic materials, such as sand, 
soil, manure, and rice husk charcoal were used to determine the best 
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 GTGP (%) =  × 100
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 G1  G2  GnGI =  +  + . . . .+
 T1  T2  Tn

 (G1T1 + G2T2 + … + GnTn)GT (day) =
 (G1 + G2 + … + Gn)

 (G1 + G2 + … + Gn)GR (%/day) =  × 100
 (G1T1 + G2T2 + … + GnTn)
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media for germinating M. oleifera seeds (experiment I). The selected 
medium was then used as a basal medium to test the viability of 
M. oleifera seeds from different temperature treatments (experiment 
II). The parameters observed in these experiments were germina-
tion percentage, germination rate, germination time, and germination 
index.
The germination percentage of medium B and D was above 60% 
and significantly different from medium A and E, which enabled 
about 20% germination (Fig. 1a). Medium B and D also resulted in 
a higher germination rate (14.46 and 14.26%/day, respectively), as 
well as germination index (4.81 and 4.60, respectively) (Fig. 1b, 1d). 
Germination time represents the time required for seeds to germi-
nate indicated by plumule emergence. In this experiment, M. oleifera 
seeds sown in all media treatments began to germinate on the 7th 
and 8th days after sowing (Fig. 1c). Seeds sown in medium B and D  
germinated faster compared to medium A, C, and E, however, the 
results were not significantly different.
Medium A (sand only) and E (soil only) resulted in a low percent-
age of M. oleifera seed germination. This indicated that the medium 
containing only one component could not support germination well. 
This result was similar to a previous study, where media consisting 
of 100% river sand and 100% topsoil showed a low percentage of 
plumule emergence of 53 and 40%, respectively (saani et al., 2020). 
DharMveer et al. (2016) also reported that seeds of medicinal plant 
Angelica glauca Edgew. (Apiaceae) sown in media containing 100% 
topsoil yielded low germination (51%). Seeds require sufficient water  
content for water imbibition in the early stage of germination, how-
ever sand is highly porous which results in low water and nutrient 
holding capacity (isa et al., 2021). On the other hand, topsoil contain-
ing high soil moisture content causes the soil to become too compact 
and humid when it is not mixed with porous materials causing ger-
mination inhibition.
Contrary to this study, gairoLa et al. (2011) reported that Jatropha 
curcas L. (Euphorbiaceae) seed sown on vermiculite and sand 

showed high germination percentage (85 and 82%, respectively) com- 
pared to media containing cocopeat, perlite, normal soil, or filter  
paper. MariaPPan et al. (2014) reported that the seeds of J. curcas 
and Pongamia pinnata (L.) Pierre (Fabaceae) sown at 2 cm depth in 
river sand media resulted in the highest germination percentage (82 
and 88%, respectively) compared to other treatments (rolled paper 
towel, top of the sand, detoxified white quartz sand, and vermiculite).
In this study, the most suitable medium for the germination of M. 
oleifera seeds contained a mixture of organic and inorganic mat-
ter, medium B, C, and D. Medium B and D showed the highest per- 
centage of germination (65 and 64%, respectively), followed by me-
dium C (46%). Medium B and D were superior to germinate M. olei- 
fera seeds as indicated by the higher value of germination percent-
age, rate, and index with the fastest germination time compared to 
the three other media (Fig. 1). These media contained soil, manure, 
and rice husk charcoal indicating that M. oleifera seeds required 
sufficient organic matter to initiate germination. Soil with a crumb 
structure is good for supporting plant growth and development be-
cause it contains organic matter as a source of nutrients for plants. 
Charcoal husk has light and coarse characteristics causing high water 
holding capacity in the media. Its black color can absorb thermal 
energy effectively, which may accelerate germination (DaMayanti 
et al., 2019).
Seed germination in medium B containing sand was slightly higher 
than in medium D which did not contain sand. Sand can be used as 
a planting medium because it does not contain toxic materials, has a 
pH of 6.0-7.5 and a size of 0.05-0.8 mm, thus can create good porous 
and aerated conditions. However, sand has a low moisture capacity 
and nutrient content. On the other hand, soil and manure supplement-
ed in the media played an important role as macro and micronutrient 
sources as well as moisture holders. The best-growing media should 
provide a balance between aeration and moisture (hanDayani and 
yuzaMMi, 2019) to promote water imbibition and subsequently ac-
celerate the germination rate.

 Fig. 1:  Seed germination parameters of Moringa oleifera including germination percentage (a), germination rate (b), germination time (c), and germination 
index (d) observed on day 14 after sowing in some growing media. Value (means ± standard error) marked with the same letter are not significantly 
different at p ≤ 0.05 by Duncan’s test.
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Effect of storage temperatures on the viability of Moringa olei- 
fera seeds
Seed viability is defined as the ability of the embryo to germinate. 
It is affected by several factors including temperature, light, oxygen 
and water and is also species dependent (geBeyehu, 2020). Several 
tests for seed viability have been developed through seed germina-
tion (wawrzyniak et al., 2020), X-rays (aL-turki and Baskin, 
2017), and tetrazolium staining test (PraDhan et al., 2022). The 
most reliable way to evaluate viability is to germinate seeds under 
ideal conditions, although this may require several days or weeks to 
be done. This study determined M. oleifera seeds viability through 
seeds germination using medium B which consisted of sand, soil, 
manure, and rice husk charcoal (1:1:1:1, v/v/v/v) from the previous 
experiment.
Based on the percentage of germination for 24 months, the viability 
of M. oleifera seeds stored at 25 °C began to decrease after being 
stored for 12 months and dropped drastically after the 15 months 
until the percentage of germination reached 0% at 24 months of stor-
age. Seeds stored at 20 °C showed a relatively constant percentage 
of germination but decreased sharply at the 24th month of stor-
age. Meanwhile, seeds stored at -35 °C showed relatively constant 
viability for 24 months of storage. The storage temperature of 5 °C 
was able to maintain the viability of M. oleifera seeds as indicated by 
the percentage of germination at the beginning of storage was more 
than 80% and at the end of observation (24th month) was still 92% 
(Tab. 1; Fig. 2a).
Seed germination rate and time showed constant results for  
24 months, except for the treatment at 25 °C (Tab. 1; Fig. 2b-c). The 
highest germination rate (14.47 %/day) and the fastest germination 
time (6.91 days to emerge) were obtained from 5 °C treatment in all 
periods of storage. The germination index of seeds stored at 25 °C 
began to decrease at the 18th month of storage, while 5 °C treatment 
still yielded the highest germination index (6.83) (Tab. 1; Fig. 2d). 
These results indicate that M. oleifera seeds were best stored at 5 °C 
as they successfully maintained seed viability and obtained the high-
est value of germination percentage, rate, and index and the shortest 
germination time (Fig. 3).

Tab. 1:  Seed germination of Moringa oleifera after being stored at various temperatures for 18, 21, and 24 months.

 Storage temperature (°C)  Germination percentage (%)  
  18 months 21 months 24 months

 -35 53.33 ± 3.53 b 62.67 ± 11.10 b 88.00 ± 2.00 a
 5 85.33 ± 1.76 a 86.67 ± 0.67 a 92.67 ± 2.40 a
 20 78.00 ± 7.21 a 82.00 ± 1.15 a 40.00 ± 6.43 b
 25 44.67 ± 7.06 b 10.00 ± 2.00 c 0.00 ± 0.00 c 

   Germination rate (%/day)  
 -35 10.51 ± 0.34 ab 12.41 ± 0.30 b 13.67 ± 0.30 b

 5 11.49 ± 0.27 a 14.73 ± 0.44 a 14.47 ± 0.16 a
 20 10.02 ± 0.13 b 12.52 ± 0.14 b 11.37 ± 0.12 c
 25 10.28 ± 0.68 ab 10.26 ± 0.31 c  0.00 ± 0.00 d

   Germination time (day)  
 -35 9.54 ± 0.32 ab 8.07 ± 0.20 b 7.32 ± 0.16 b

 5 8.71 ± 0.20 b 6.80 ± 0.21 c 6.91 ± 0.08 c
 20 9.98 ± 0.13 a 7.99 ± 0.09 b 8.80 ± 0.09 a
 25 9.81 ± 0.61 ab 9.76 ± 0.30 a 0.00 ± 0.00 d

   Germination index   
 -35 2.88 ± 0.11 bc 4.06 ± 0.77 b 6.16 ± 0.26 a 

 5 5.05 ± 0.21 a 6.48 ± 0.21 a 6.83 ± 0.13 a
 20 4.00 ± 0.38 ab 5.20 ± 0.09 ab 2.32 ± 0.38 b
 25 2.43 ± 0.60 c 0.51 ± 0.09 c 0.00 ± 0.00 c

Data were expressed as means ± standard error (n = 5). Means of each column for each parameter followed by the same letter/s are not significantly different 
at p ≤ 0.05 according to Duncan’s multiple range test.

Studies of short-term seed shelf-life (<18 months) show that tempera-
tures between 0 and 5 °C are sufficient to maintain dry seed via- 
bility (hong et al., 1996). Bezerra et al. (2004) stated that the  
viability of M. oleifera seeds stored at room temperature decreased 
by 65% after 12 months of storage and completely lost viability after 
24 months of storage. As the respiration rate continues to increase 
due to enzyme activation, the oxygen consequently runs out and car-
bon dioxide accumulates, thus resulting in high relative humidity. 
Furthermore, high temperatures caused faster seed deterioration and 
subsequently affected germination and seedling vigor (geBeyehu, 
2020). To summarize, a temperature of 5 °C is recommended for 
storing M. oleifera seeds for more than 2 years as it successfully 
maintained seed viability.

Recent status of the seed banks of Moringa oleifera
A seed bank is urgently needed to support plant breeding programs 
and conservation efforts of M. oleifera. A seed bank, a place where 
seeds are stored to preserve genetic diversity, is an ex-situ technique 
that implicates the preservation of germplasm away from where they 
naturally occur for a relatively long period using methods of dry-
ing and deep-frozen. Long-term storage of seeds and conservation 
in botanic gardens are the most valuable and widespread approaches 
to ex-situ plant conservation (Liu et al., 2018). Until recently, seed 
banks only collected the seeds from crop plants (Lestari and asih, 
2015). Since the Global Strategy for Plant Conservation was adopted 
in 2002, many samples of wild species seeds have been collected 
(hay and ProBert, 2013). A seed bank is most widely used for con-
servation due to it offers the preservation of high levels of genetic 
diversity at a comparatively low expense, for a relatively long term, 
and in minimal space (Lestari and asih, 2015). Furthermore, seed 
banks also provide well-documented seeds from a wide variety of 
species, cultivars and ecotypes for future research. 
There are more than 1750 seed banks in the world (hay and  
ProBert, 2013; Liu et al., 2018). However, only a few publish their 
M. oleifera seed collections online (Tab. 2). We suspect that several 
other seed banks also have collections of M. oleifera seeds. Seed 
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Centre of Tamil Nadu Agricultural University, for example, reported 
that they have 76 kg (last update 10 October 2022) of M. oleifera 
seeds preserved (TNAU, 2022). It is not surprising, since M. oleifera 
is massively distributed throughout India (PanDey et al., 2019), was 
originally cultivated by the Dravidians in South India (Mainenti, 
2018) and reportedly became a superfood (sarkar and PanDa, 
2021). The World Vegetable Center in Taiwan has conserved around 
90 accessions (last update 20 November 2022) of M. oleifera, the 
majority collected from Thailand and others from Cambodia, India, 
Indonesia, Laos, Malaysia, Philippines, Taiwan, Tanzania, Nigeria, 
and USA (WVS, 2022a). The World Vegetable Center is an inter-
national nonprofit institute that is engaged in combating poverty 
and malnutrition through increased production and consumption 
of vegetables (WVS, 2022b). Other seed banks (Tab. 2) reportedly 
conserved seeds of around 1-33 accessions or 20-150,000 seeds 
of M. oleifera. There are only two accessions of M. oleifera in the 
Millennium Seed Bank (last update 20 November 2022) (MSB, 
2022a). The Millennium Seed Bank has over 2.4 billion seeds pre-
served from around the world (MSB, 2022b) and is the culmination 
of ex-situ seed conservation that began in the 1960s at the Royal 
Botanic Gardens, Kew - UK (Liu et al., 2018, 2020).
According to our investigation (Tab. 2) there were no seed banks 
from Indonesia reported. Seeds, however, have been collected and 
stored in the seed banks of the Botanic Gardens of Bogor, Cibodas, 
Purwodadi, and “Eka Karya” Bali. LatiFah et al. (2019) reported 
that there was a total of 1355 accessions of seed collections (mostly 
orthodox seeds) in Indonesian Botanic Garden Seed Banks. There 
was a total of 749 accessions in Bogor Botanic Gardens, 61 acces-
sions in Cibodas Botanic Garden, 413 accessions in Purwodadi 
Botanic Garden, and 132 accessions in “Eka Karya” Bali Botanic 
Garden. These seed collections were stored in cold storage or a 
freezer (LatiFah et al., 2019). However, there was no collection of 
M. oleifera seeds reported in Bogor Botanic Gardens (Hutabarat 
PWK 2022, pers. comm.) because M. oleifera is widely distributed in 
Indonesia, especially in Java and the Lesser Sunda Islands (riastiwi 
et al., 2018) and not a priority for conservation. We suspect some-
thing similar has also occurred in other botanic gardens in Indonesia. 
Herbarium Bogoriense (BO) in Cibinong - Indonesia has collected 
seeds (and fruit) as a carpological collection. The carpological col-

 

Fig. 3:  Seed germination of Moringa oleifera in media containing sand, soil, manure, and rice husk charcoal (1:1:1:1) being after stored at several tempera-
tures: -35 °C (a), 5 °C (b), 20 °C (c), and 25 °C (d).

Fig. 2:  Effect of storage temperature treatments on Moringa oleifera germi-
nation percentage, rate, time, and index over 24 months of storage.
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Tab. 2: List of seed banks that collected Moringa oleifera seeds around the world.

Country Seed banks Institutions and address Website Number of collections 

Brazil Empresa Brasileira  Ministério da Agricultura, https://www.genesys-pgr.org/a/v293j61qexk 33 accessions (20 November 2022)
 de Pesquisa Agropecuária  Pecuária e Abastecimento
 (EMBRAPA) (MAPA). Parque Estação 
  Biológica - PqEB, s/nº, 
  Brasília   

Ethiopia International Livestock  International Livestock https://www.genesys-pgr.org/a/v2XaX22xyRG 2 accessions (20 November 2022)
 Research Institute (ILRI) Research Institute – Ethiopia. 
  Addis Ababa, Ethiopia, 5689   

India Seed Centre of Tamil  Tamil Nadu Agricultural https://tnau.ac.in/seed-availability 76 kg (10 October 2022)
 Nadu Agricultural  University. Lawley
 University Road, Coimbatore, 641003   

Kenya Genetic Resources  Kenya Agricultural and https://www.genesys-pgr.org/a/v2BMjLRkl6d 21 accessions (20 November 2022)

  Research Institute  Livestock Research
 (GeRRI) Organization. City Square, 
  Nairobi, 00200, Kenya, 57811  

Kenya World Agroforestry  Center for International https://www.genesys-pgr.org/a/v25KdkkM12R 13 accessions (20 November 2022)
 (ICRAF) Forestry Research (CIFOR) 
  and World Agroforestry 
  (ICRAF). 
  United Nations Avenue, Gigiri, 
  Nairobi, 00100, Kenya, 30677  

Norway Svalbard Global  Norwegian Ministry https://seedvault.nordgen.org/Search 3 accessions (20 November 2022)
 Seed Vault of Agriculture and Food; 
  Nordic Genetic Resource 
  Centre (NordGen); 
  Crop Trust. Svalbard and 
  Jan Mayen, Norwegian island 
  of Spitsbergen, 9170   

Taiwan World Vegetable Center  World Vegetable Center.  https://genebank.worldveg. 90 accessions (20 November 2022)
 (WVS) Shanhua, Tainan,  org/#/?filter=v2ldmDbgRXZ&p=0
  Taiwan 74151, 42   

UK Millennium Seed Bank  Royal Botanic Gardens, http://apps.kew.org/seedlist/SeedlistServlet 2 accessions (20 November 2022) 
 (MSB) Kew. Richmond, London, 
  TW9 3AE  

United Arab International Center International Center for https://www.genesys-pgr.org/a/v2MBLRREPJy 1 accession (20 November 2022)
Emirates for Biosaline Agriculture  Biosaline Agriculture,
 (ICBA) United Arab Emirates. 
  Academic City, Al Ain Road 
  Al Ruwayyah 2, Near Zayed 
  University Dubai, 
  United Arab Emirates, 14660  

USA International Moringa  Sustainable Bioresources, http://sustainablebioresources.com 150,000 seeds (09 May 2023)
 Seed Bank (IMSB) LLC. Naalehu, Hawaii, 350  

USA Germplasm Resources  USDA Germplasm https://npgsweb.ars-grin.gov/ 20 seeds (18 November 2022)
 Information Network  Collection, U.S. National gringlobal/accessiondetail?id=1088343
 (GRIN) Plant Germplasm System 
  (NPGS). 10300 Baltimore 
  Blvd. Room 330, Bldg. 003, 
  BARC-West Beltsville, 20705   

lection contains the parts of a plant that cannot be easily pressed on 
the herbarium sheet. Seed collections in BO, therefore, were techni-
cally purposed as herbarium sheet extensions, but have potential to 
be germinated.

Conclusions
It can be concluded that the best growing medium for the germi-
nation of M. oleifera seeds was the mixture medium consisting of 
sand, soil, manure, and rice husk charcoal with a ratio of 1:1:1:1. The 
temperature storage of 5 °C was the best storage temperature for  
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24 months yielding in the highest germination percentage, germina- 
tion rate, and germination index, and the shortest germination time. 
A critical key to maintaining seed viability is effective seed storage 
through seed banking. There were 11 seed banks that published their 
M. oleifera seed collections online recently with one to 99 accession
or 20-150,000 seeds to 76 kg collection.

Author contribution
All authors have reviewed the final version of the manuscript and 
approved it for publication. IR and R designed the research; IR, ADP, 
and IPGPD performed the research, collected, and analyzed the data; 
IR, ADP, R, and IPGPD wrote, edited, and reviewed the paper. All 
authors were the main contributor of this paper. 

Acknowledgements
The authors would like to thank Hasrat Enggal Prayogi for her tech-
nical assistance during the research. PWK Hutabarat is acknowl-
edged for his information regarding Bogor Botanic Gardens Seed 
Banks. Dr. Liam A. Trethowan (Herbarium Royal Botanic Gardens, 
Kew, UK) is acknowledged for his assistance with written English. 
The authors also thank Edward H. Rau (Sustainable Bioresources, 
LLC) for the information regarding M. oleifera seed in International 
Moringa Seed Bank (IMSB).

Conflict of interest
No potential conflict of interest was reported by the authors.

References
aBuBakar, M.s., BenjaMin, I.A., 2019: Determination of selected engineer-

ing properties of Moringa oleifera seed. Food Res. 3, 96-101. 
 DOI: 10.26656/fr.2017.3(2).124
aFzaL, i., jaFFar, i., zahiD, s., rehMan, h.u., Basra, S.M.A., 2020: 

Physiological and biochemical changes during hermetic storage of 
Moringa oleifera seeds. South Afr. J. Bot. 129, 435-441. 
DOI: 10.1016/j.sajb.2019.11.011

ahMeD, L.t., warrag, e.i., aBDeLgaDir, A.Y., 2014: Effect of shade on 
seed germination and early seedling growth of Moringa oleifera Lam. J. 
For. Prod. Indust. 3, 20-6.

aL-turki, t.a., Baskin, C.C., 2017: Determination of seed viability of eight 
wild Saudi Arabian species by germination and X-ray tests. Saudi J. Biol. 
Sci. 24, 822-829. DOI: 10.1016/j.sjbs.2016.06.009

Bezerra, a.M.e., FiLho, s.M., Freitas, j.B.s., teoFiLo, E.M., 2004: 
Avaliação da qualidade das sementes de Moringa oleifera Lam. durante 
o armazenamento (evaluation of quality of the drumstick seeds during
the storage). Ciência Agrotecnol. 28, 1240-1246.
DOI: 10.1590/S1413-70542004000600004

CoLviLLe, L., PritCharD, H.W., 2019: Seed life span and food security. New 
Phytol.  224, 557-562. DOI: 10.1111/nph.16006

DaMayanti, n.s., wiDjajanto, D.w., sutarno, S., 2019: Pertumbuhan dan 
produksi tanaman sawi pakcoy (Brassica rapa L.) akibat dibudidayakan 
pada berbagai media tanam dan dosis pupuk organik. J. Agro Compl. 3, 
142-150. DOI: 10.14710/joac.3.3.142-150

Devkota, s., BhusaL, K.K., 2020: Moringa oleifera: a miracle multipurpose 
tree for agroforestry and climate change mitigation from the Himalayas 
– a review. Cogent Food Agric. 6, 1-8.
DOI: 10.1080/23311932.2020.1805951

DharMveer, M., azieM, s., iqBaL, k., hussain, a., Mahato, S., 2016: 
Effect of different growing media on seed germination and growth  
parameters of Angelica glauca Edgew. Indian For. 142, 1093-1099. 
DOI: 10.36808/if/2016/v142i11/69960

DiCkie, J.B., 2021: Editorial: seed science and technology. Seed Sci. Technol. 
49, 73-80. DOI: 10.15258/sst.2021.49.1.08

Fotouo-M, h., Du toit, e.s., roBBertse, P.J., 2015: Germination and ultra-
structural studies of seeds produced by a fast-growing, drought-resistant 

tree: implications for its domestication and seed storage. AoB Plants 7: 
1-12. DOI: 10.1093/aobpla/plv016

gairoLa, k., nautiyaL, a., DwiveDi, K., 2011: Effect of temperatures and 
germination media on seed germination of Jatropha curcas Linn. Adv. 
Biores. 2, 66-71.

geBeyehu, B., 2020: Review on: effect of seed storage period and storage 
environment on seed quality. Int. J. App. Agric. Sci. 6, 185-190. 

 DOI: 10.11648/j.ijaas.20200606.14
goMaa, n.h., PiCó, F.X., 2011: Seed germination, seedling traits, and seed 

bank of the tree Moringa peregrina (Moringaceae) in a hyper-arid en- 
vironment. Amer. J. Bot. 98, 1024-1030. DOI: 10.3732/ajb.1000051

hanDayani, t., yuzaMMi, 2019: Effect of growing media on seed germina-
tion and seedling growth of porang (Amorphophallus muelleri Blume). 
Proc. 3rd SATREPS Conf. 1, 102-110.

hay, F.r., ProBert, R.J., 2013: Advances in seed conservation of wild plant 
species: a review of recent research. Cons. Physiol. 1, 1-11. 
DOI: 10.1093/conphys/cot030

hong, t.D., eLLis, R.H., 1996: A protocol to determine seed storage be- 
haviour. Rome: International Plant Genetic Resources Institute.

isa, M.M., kasiM, k.F., MuttaLiB, M.F.a., jaaFar, M.N., 2021: Physical and 
chemical properties of different media mixture as a growing medium for 
containerized plant. AIP Conf. Proc. 2339, 1-6. DOI: 10.1063/5.0044253 

LatiFah, D., wiDyatMoko, D., rakhMawati, s.u., zuhri, M., harDwiCk, 
k., DarMayanti, a.s., warDhani, P.K., 2019: The role of seed banking 
technology in the management of biodiversity in Indonesia. IOP Conf. 
Ser.: Earth Environ. Sci. 298, 1-7. DOI: 10.1088/1755-1315/298/1/012006

Lestari, D., asih, N.P.S., 2015: Pengelolaan bank biji Kebun Raya Eka 
Karya Bali. Pros. Sem. Nas. Masy. Biodiv. Indon. 1, 515-520. 

 DOI: 10.13057/psnmbi/m010323
Lin, M., zhang, j., Chen, X., 2018: Bioactive flavonoids in Moringa oleifera 

and their health-promoting properties. J. Funct. Foods 47, 469-479. 
DOI: 10.1016/j.jff.2018.06.011

Liu, u., BreMan, e., Cossu, t.a., kenney, S., 2018: The conservation  
value of germplasm stored at the Millennium Seed Bank, Royal Botanic 
Gardens, Kew, UK. Biodiv. Conser. 27, 1347-1386. 
DOI: 10.1007/s10531-018-1497-y

Liu, u., Cossu, t.a., Davies, r.M., Forest, F., DiCkie, j.B., BreMan, E., 
2020: Conserving orthodox seeds of globally threatened plants ex situ in 
the Millennium Seed Bank, Royal Botanic Gardens, Kew, UK: the status 
of seed collections. Biodiv. Conser. 29, 2901-2949. 
DOI: 10.1007/s10531-020-02005-6

LóPez, L., esCoBar-zúñiga, y., MiLán-CarriLLo, j., DoMínguez-
arisPuro, D.M., gutiérrez-DoraDo, r., Cuevas-roDríguez, E.O., 
2020: Chemical proximate composition, antinutritional factors content, 
and antioxidant capacity of anatomical seed fractions of Moringa olei- 
fera (Composición química proximal, contenido de factores antinutri-
cionales y capacidad antioxidante de fracciones anatómicas de semillas 
de Moringa oleifera). Act. Univ. 30, 1-11. DOI: 10.15174.au.2020.2892

Mainenti, D., 2018: Moringa oleifera: prolific research of a superfood. 
Inform. Sci. Bibliomet. DIS803, 1-5.

MariaPPan, n., sriMathi, P., sunDaraMoorthi, L., suDhakar, K., 2014: 
Effect of growing media on seed germination and vigor in biofuel tree 
species. J. For. Res. 25, 909-913. DOI: 10.1007/s11676-014-0484-8

MRF [Market Research Future], 2019: Global moringa products market re-
search report forecast to 2025, from https://www.giiresearch.com/report/
marf917126-global-moringa-products-market-research-report.html.

MSB [Millennium Seed Bank], 2022a: Millennium seed bank - seed list, 
from http://apps.kew.org/seedlist/SeedlistServlet.

MSB [Millennium Seed Bank], 2022b: Millennium seed bank, from https:// 
www.kew.org/wakehurst/whats-at-wakehurst/millennium-seed-bank 
#:~:text=The%20Millennium%20Seed%20Bank%20hides,conserve%20
them%20for%20the%20future.

MuBvuMa, M.t., MaPanDa, s., Mashonjowa, E., 2013: Effect of storage 
temperature and duration on germination of moringa seeds (Moringa 
oleifera). Greener J. Agric. Sci. 3, 427-432.

http://dx.doi.org/10.26656/fr.2017.3(2).124
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.sajb.2019.11.011
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.sjbs.2016.06.009
http://dx.doi.org/10.1590/S1413-70542004000600004
http://dx.doi.org/10.1111/nph.16006
http://dx.doi.org/10.14710/joac.3.3.142-150
http://dx.doi.org/10.1080/23311932.2020.1805951
http://dx.doi.org/10.36808/if/2016/v142i11/69960
http://dx.doi.org/10.15258/sst.2021.49.1.08
http://dx.doi.org/10.1093/aobpla/plv016
http://dx.doi.org/10.11648/j.ijaas.20200606.14
http://dx.doi.org/10.3732/ajb.1000051
http://dx.doi.org/10.1093/conphys/cot030
http://dx.doi.org/10.1063/5.0044253
http://dx.doi.org/10.1088/1755-1315/298/1/012006
http://dx.doi.org/DOI: 10.13057/psnmbi/m010323
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.jff.2018.06.011
http://dx.doi.org/10.1007/s10531-018-1497-y
http://dx.doi.org/10.1007/s10531-020-02005-6
http://dx.doi.org/10.15174.au.2020.2892
http://dx.doi.org/10.1007/s11676-014-0484-8


74 I. Riastiwi, A.D. Prawestri, Ridwan, I P.G.P. Damayanto

MuhL, q.e., Du toit, e.s., roBBertse, P.J., 2011: Temperature effect on 
seed germination and seedling growth of Moringa oleifera Lam. Seed 
Sci. Tech. 39, 208-213. DOI: 10.15258/sst.2011.39.1.19

PanDey, v.n., Chauhan, v., PanDey, v.s., uPaDhyaya, P.P., koPP, O.R., 
2019: Moringa oleifera Lam.: a biofunctional edible plant from India, 
phytochemistry and medicinal properties. J. Plant Stud. 8, 10-19. 

 DOI: 10.5539/jps.v8n1p10
PraDhan, n., Fan, X., Martini, F., Chen, h., Liu, h., gao, j., gooDaLe, 

U.M., 2022: Seed viability testing for research and conservation of epi-
phytic and terrestrial orchids. Bot. Studies 63, 1-14. 

 DOI: 10.1186/s40529-022-00333-0
rahMawati, saenong, S., 2010: Mutu fisiologis benih pada beberapa varie- 

tas jagung selama periode simpan. Pros. Pekan Sereal. Nas. 2010, 478-
485. 

ranaL, M., santana, D., 2006: How and why to measure the germination 
process? Rev. Brasil. Bot. 29, 1-11. 

 DOI: 10.1590/S0100-84042006000100002
riastiwi, i., DaMayanto, i.P.g.P., riDwan, hanDayani, t., Leksonowati, 

A., 2018: Moringa oleifera distribution in Java and Lesser Sunda Islands 
attributed with annual rainfall. Biosaintifika: J. Bio. Bio. Edu. 10,  
613-621. DOI: 10.15294/biosaintifika.v10i3.16115

riDwan, haMiM, h., hiDayati, n., suharsono, S., 2021: Molecular and 
morphological analysis of Indonesian drumstick tree (Moringa oleifera 
Lam.). Asian J. Plant Sci. 20, 131-142. DOI: 10.3923/ajps.2021.131.142

saani, C.i., kayoDe, j., aDeMiLuyi, B.o., saragih, M.Y., 2020: Effect 
of growth media on plumule emergence and early seedling growth of 
Monodora myristica. Budapest Int. Res. in Exact Sci. (BirEx-Journal) 2, 
436-442. DOI: 10.33258/birex.v2i4.1257

sahwaLita, MusLiMin, I., 2015: Perkecambahan benih sungkai (Peronema 
canescens Jack) asal KHDTK Benakat, Muara Enim. J. Perbenihan Tan. 
Hutan 3, 115-121.

sajiMin, FaninDi, a., hutasoit, R., 2017: Pengaruh metoda penyimpanan 
terhadap viabilitas dan vigor benih calopo (Calopogonium mucunoides). 
Pastura 6, 98-101. DOI: 10.24843/Pastura.2017.v06.i02.p12

sarkar, s., PanDa, S., 2021: Moringa oleifera Lam. – a multipurpose and 
great therapeutic tree: a review. In: Sharma, I.R. (ed.), Medicinal plants: 
herbal wealth of India. Jodhpur: Agrobios Research, an Imprint of 
Agrobios (India).

sauveur, a.D.s., Broin, M., 2010: Growing and processing moringa leaves. 
Ghana: Moringanews/Moringa Association of Ghana.

sChMiDt, L., 2002: Pedoman penanganan benih tanaman hutan tropis dan 
subtropis 2000. Jakarta: Direktorat Jendral Rehabilitasi Lahan dan 
Perhutanan Sosial, Departemen Kehutanan, Jakarta.

suDrajat, D.j., nurhasyBi, BraMasto, Y., 2015: Standar pengujian dan 
mutu benih tanaman hutan. Bogor: Forda Press.

tatiPata, A., 2009: Effect of seed moisture content packaging and storage 
period on mitochondria inner membrane of soybean seed. J. Agric. Tech. 
5, 51-64.

TNAU [Tamil Nadu Agricultural University], 2022: Seed Centre of Tamil 
Nadu Agricultural University, from https://tnau.ac.in/seed-availability.

TRF [The R Foundation], 2022: The R project for statistical computing, from 
https://www.r-project.org.

vaLDes-roDríguez, o.a., Pérez-vázquez, a., Muñoz-garCía, C., 2018: 
Effect of weight and size of seed on Moringa and Ricinus seedlings. 
Revista Mex. Ciencias Agríc. 9, 1411-1422. 

 DOI: 10.29312/remexca.v9i7.734
vitis, M.D., hay, F.r., DiCkie, j.B., triveDi, C., Choi, j., Fiegener, R., 

2020: Seed storage: maintaining seed viability and vigor for restoration 
use. Rest. Ecol. 28, S249-S255. DOI: 10.1111/rec.13174

wawrzyniak, M., MiChaLak, M., ChMieLarz, P., ChMieLarz, P., 2020: 
Effect of different conditions of storage on seed viability and seedling 
growth of six European wild fruit woody plants. Ann. For. Sci. 77, 1-20. 

 DOI: 10.1007/s13595-020-00963-z/Published
wiDiastuti, e., LatiFah, E., 2016: Growth and biomassa soybean (Glycine 

max (L)) varieties performance in paddy field of liquid organic fertilizer 
application. J. Ilmu Pertanian Indon. 21, 90-97. 

 DOI: 10.18343/jipi.21.2.90
WVS [World Vegetable Center], 2022a: World vegetable center datasets, 

from https://genebank.worldveg.org/#/?filter=v2ldmDbgRXZ&p=0.
WVS [World Vegetable Center], 2022b: World vegetable center mission, 

from https://avrdc.org/about-avrdc/our-mission.

ORCID of the authors:
Indira Riastiwi  https://orcid.org/0000-0001-6221-0490
Apriliana Dyah Prawestri  https://orcid.org/0000-0001-7682-9841
Ridwan  https://orcid.org/0000-0002-1769-1982
I Putu Gede P. Damayanto  https://orcid.org/0000-0001-8740-0696

Address of the corresponding author: 
Jl. Raya Jakarta-Bogor, km 46, Cibinong, Bogor, West Java, 16911, Indonesia.
E-mail: indi002@brin.go.id

© The Author(s) 2023.
 This is an Open Access article distributed under the terms of  
the Creative Commons Attribution 4.0 International License (https://creative-
commons.org/licenses/by/4.0/deed.en).

http://dx.doi.org/10.15258/sst.2011.39.1.19
http://dx.doi.org/10.5539/jps.v8n1p10
http://dx.doi.org/10.1186/s40529-022-00333-0
http://dx.doi.org/10.1590/S0100-84042006000100002
http://dx.doi.org/10.15294/biosaintifika.v10i3.16115
http://dx.doi.org/10.3923/ajps.2021.131.142
http://dx.doi.org/10.33258/birex.v2i4.1257
http://dx.doi.org/10.24843/Pastura.2017.v06.i02.p12
http://dx.doi.org/10.29312/remexca.v9i7.734
http://dx.doi.org/10.1111/rec.13174
http://dx.doi.org/10.1007/s13595-020-00963-z/Published
http://dx.doi.org/10.18343/jipi.21.2.90
https://orcid.org/0000-0001-6221-0490
https://orcid.org/0000-0001-7682-9841
https://orcid.org/0000-0002-1769-1982
https://orcid.org/0000-0001-8740-0696



