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Abstract

According to the “Guidance Document on the risk assessment of plant protection products on bees” (EFSA
2013) the Oomen bee brood feeding test (Oomen et al., 1992) is recommended, next to the OECD Guidance
Document 75 (2007) as one possibility to refine the risk on honeybee brood, if concern is raised on them. The
method proposed in the EFSA GD is based on a rough description given by Oomen. In the past few years the
method was adapted to current needs to be in line with more recent methods e.g. OECD GD 75. The major
difference of the original paper compared to the EFSA GD is that honeybees should be fed chronically over a
period of 9 days. In order to fulfill this requirement a sub-group of the German AG Bienenschutz developed a
ring-test protocol for a chronic feeding test under field conditions and subsequently performed ring-tests in
2013 and 2014 (Lickmann and Schmitzer 2015). Beside acute Oomen feeding tests, chronic feeding of bee
colonies is possible. The method was adopted accordingly and both scenarios can be performed in order to
detect risk of plant protection products on honey bee brood. The poster summarized both, the adapted
method for single feeding as well as the method for chronic feeding and describes obligatory assessments and
optional evaluations.
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