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Current trends in human and wildlife population growth and landscape development indicate that human-
wildlife conflicts are likely to increase worldwide in the near future. This is particularly important for 
Europe where the density of the human population is relatively high. For instance, although Europe and 
the US have a similar land mass, twice as many people live in Europe compared to the US. Lethal control 
to mitigate human-wildlife conflicts can be ineffective in the long term, unfeasible, or may be 
unacceptable for its impact on the environment and on animal welfare. Among the non-lethal methods to 
manage overabundant wildlife, fertility control offers a humane, publicly acceptable method to reduce 
the size of a population. In parallel, public interest in alternatives to surgical sterilization for companion 
animals and livestock has fostered investment into the development of fertility control agents. Recent 
advances in research and development have lead to the registration of novel fertility control agents for 
wildlife. Species-specific systems to deliver baits containing oral contraceptives to target species are now 
available. In addition, the development of new software and mathematical models has allowed 
researchers to make predictions of the effects of fertility control on population size. We present 
experimental data on the effectiveness of fertility control agents on model wildlife species and we 
illustrate examples of species-specific bait delivery systems. We discuss applications of fertility control 
to feral dogs and cats and zoo animals; we provide examples of how fertility control could be used for 
disease management.  
 


